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ORiGIitAL 
535 Lansing Station Road 

Lansing, NY 14882 
August 26, 2008 

Mr. Peter Valeri 
FERC - New York Regional Office 
19 West 34 m Slreet 
New York, NY 10001-3006 

Dear Mr. Valeri: 

I represem the Finger Lakes Ecology Association (FLEA), a group that oancecns itseff with ~ 
water levels of Cayuga and Seneca Lakea, the two largest Finger Lakes in New York State. Since 
its founding in 1993, FLEA has advocated applying the sciences ofhydmiogy, dinmtology, 
geology, and hydraulic enginecm 8 to the management of water levels in Seneca Lake, Cayuga 
Lake, end the New York State Barge Cenal downstream to Baldwins~le, NY. 

Some of our membe~ who own marine businesses on md/c~ five on Seneca Lake have beceme 
very concerned because the wnter level of Seneca Lake has asain been betow the tense that the 
Seneca Falls Power ~ ~ #2438) is required to maintain for this time of year. 
Several people have complained to our orsanization that they cannot get their boats out of hoists 
and into the water and that sail boat keeh are getting stuck in the mud at nuu'imm. 

We wrote to your aSency in Washinston about this problem in 2006 and asain in July 2008; we 
appreciate ~#0ur effefts in 2006 to help brin8 the Seneca Falls Power ~ into compliance 
with their contract, lint have not had a response from FERC in 2008. 

Sevend times this rammer, Seneca Lake wat~ leveh have dropped below tha pow~ plant's 
comract-mquired leveh auodated with the Hamen Plan Itule Cta've (446.0 + 0. I feet). The 
a t t a d ~  graph downloaded from tha New YoA State Canal ~ ' s  website demonmat~ 
that this level has beea balow the required range of lake water levels for rammer (please see ~ 
bdght red line on left-hand side oftha graph). Tha low water level of Seaeca Lake is due to tha 
liamsee (Semeca Falls Pow~ Co~.) naming wat~ through the elecuic genermin8 plant in 
violation of its contract - even theugh the watu is now below the minimum target level, the 
liumsec mminues to 8emeame ~ .  Why is FEltC allowing this to happen? 
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Due to the Wesar~ of mc, k shelves that extend far out from many shoreu of Seneca Lake, even 
moderately low water has a negative effect on the ability of residems and marinas to use their 
docks, hoists and boats. Since tourism in summer and fall is a major business in the Finger 
Lakes, we are concerned about possible nesative impacts on this part of our local economy. 

Since the Federal Energy Regulatory Commi.ion (FERC) has regulatory oversight over the 
Seneca Falls Power Corporation operation of their Waterloo and Seneca Falls hydroelect~c 
generation facilities (Project #2438), could FERC please inform FLEA (at the Lansing, NY 
address above) about what steps they will take to ensure that Se~ca Falls Power Coq~ration is 
operatin8 within the FERC liceme requirements to minimize the negative impacts that low lake 
levels are having on Seneca Lake's marine businesses and on the sunoun~ng lake shore 
residents? 

Thank you very much for your immediate ~ to this matter. 

Yoms Uuly, 

Donna L. Scott 
President 
Finger Lakes Ecology Association (FLEA) 

C¢" 
Kimba-ly Bos~ Secreta~, FERC 
US l ~ v e  Michael Arcuri 
us Re ese ve RaCy Whl 
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